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February22, 2010 Subject:  RenewableEnergyDevelopmentbytheDepartmentoftheInteriorPurposeSec. 
1  .  ThisOrderestablishesthedevelopmentofrenewableenergyasapriorityfortheDepartment
of theInteriorandestablishesaDepartmentalTaskForceonEnergyand
ClimateChange.  This

Orderalso amends andclarifiesDepartmentalrolesandresponsibilitiestoaccomplishthisgoal.  Background
Sec. 2  . TheNationfacessignificantchallengestomeetingitscurrentand
futureenergyneeds.  Meetingthesechallengeswillrequirestrategic planningand
athoughtful,  balancedapproach todomestic resource developmentthatcallsuponthecoordinated
developmentofrenewable resources, aswellasthedevelopmentoftraditionalenergyresources.   Many
ofourpubliclandspossesssubstantial renewableresourcesthatwillhelpmeetourNation’
sfuture energyneedswhilealsoprovidingsignificantbenefitstoourenvironment and
theeconomy.  Increasedproductionofrenewable energywillcreatejobs, providecleaner, more
sustainable alternativestotraditional energyresources, andenhancethe energysecurityoftheUnitedStatesbyaddingto
thedomestic energysupply.  Asthestewardofmorethan one-fifthofourNation’slands, 
andneighbortootherlandmanagers, theDepartmentofthe
Interiorhasasignificantroleincoordinatingandensuringenvironmentally responsiblerenewable
energyproduction

anddevelopment of associated infrastructure neededtodeliver renewableenergytotheconsumer.   AuthoritySec. 3.  
This Orderisissued underthe authority ofSection 2ofReorganization PlanNo. 3of1950 (64Stat. 
1262), asamended, andpursuant tothe provisions of

Section211 of theEnergyPolicyActof2005 (P.L. 109-58).  
PolicySec. 4  .Encouraging theproduction, development, anddeliveryofrenewableenergyisone
oftheDepartment’shighest priorities.  Agenciesandbureauswithin the Department will
work collaborativelywitheachother, andwithotherFederalagencies, departments, states, 
localcommunities, andprivatelandownerstoencouragethetimelyandresponsible development
of renewable energyandassociatedtransmission

whileprotectingandenhancingtheNation’s water, wildlife, andothernaturalresources.    Energyand
ClimateChangeTaskForceSec. 5  .  A
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a. developastrategythatisdesignedtoincreasethedevelopmentandtransmissionof
renewableenergyfromappropriateareasonpubliclandsandtheOuterContinentalShelf,  
includingthefollowing:   

1) quantifyingpotentialcontributionsofsolar, wind, geothermal, incrementalor
smallhydroelectricpoweronexistingstructures, andbiomassenergy;   

2) identifyingandprioritizingthespecificlocationsintheUnitedStatesbest
suitedforlarge-scaleproductionofsolar, wind, geothermal, incrementalorsmallhydroelectric
poweronexistingstructures, andbiomassenergy (e.g., renewableenergyzones);  

3) identifying, incooperationwithotheragenciesoftheUnitedStatesand
appropriatestateagencies, theelectrictransmissioninfrastructureandtransmissioncorridors
neededtodelivertheserenewableresourcestomajorpopulationcenters;  

4) prioritizingthepermittingandappropriateenvironmentalreviewof
transmissionrights-of-wayapplicationsthatarenecessarytodeliverrenewableenergy
generationtoconsumers;   

5) establishingclearrolesandprocessesforeachbureau/office;   

6) trackingbureau/officeprogressandworkingtoidentifyandresolveobstacles
torenewableenergypermitting, siting, development, andproduction;  

7) identifyingadditionalpoliciesand/orrevisionstoexistingpoliciesorpractices
thatareneeded, includingpossiblerevisionstotheGeothermal, Wind, andWest-WideCorridors
ProgrammaticEnvironmentalImpactStatementsandtheirrespectiveRecordsofDecisions; and

8) workingwithindividualstates, tribes, localgovernments, andotherinterested
stakeholders, includingrenewablegeneratorsandtransmissionanddistributionutilities, to
identifyappropriateareasforgenerationandnecessarytransmission;  

b. developbestmanagementpracticesforrenewableenergyandtransmissionprojects
onthepubliclandstoensurethemostenvironmentallyresponsibledevelopmentanddeliveryof
renewableenergy;  

c. establishclearpolicydirectionforauthorizingthedevelopmentofsolarenergyon
publiclands; and

d. recommendsuchotheractionsasmaybenecessarytofulfillthegoalsofthisOrder.  
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ResponsibilitiesSec. 6  .  

a. ProgramAssistantSecretaries.  ProgramAssistantSecretariesoverseeingbureaus
responsiblefor, orthatprovideassistancewith, theplanning, siting, orpermittingofrenewable
energygenerationandtransmissionfacilitiesonthepubliclandsandontheOuterContinental
Shelf, areresponsiblefor:    

1) establishingandparticipatinginmanagementstructuresthatfacilitate
cooperation, reporting, andaccountabilityacrossagencies, includingtheTaskForceonEnergy
andClimateChange;    

2) establishingjoint, single-point-ofcontactofficesthatconsolidateexpertiseto
ensureacoordinated, efficient, andexpeditiouspermittingprocesswhileensuringappropriate
sitingandcompliancewiththeNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct, theEndangeredSpeciesAct,  
andallotherapplicablelaws; and

3) workingcollaborativelywithotherdepartments, state, andlocalauthoritiesto
coordinateandharmonizenon-Federalpermittingprocesses.  

b. AssistantSecretary – Policy, ManagementandBudget.  TheAssistantSecretary –  
Policy, ManagementandBudgetisamemberoftheTaskForceandshall:  

1)  ensurethatinvestmentsassociatedwithInteriormanagedfacilitiesmeet
Federalstandardsforenergyefficiencyandgreeningapplications; and

2) coordinatewiththeEnergyandClimateChangeTaskForce, asappropriate.  

c. BureauHeads.  Eachbureauheadisresponsiblefordesignatingarepresentativeto
theTaskForceonEnergyandClimateChange.    

ImplementationSec. 7 .  TheDeputySecretaryisresponsibleforensuringimplementationof
thisOrder.  Thisresponsibilitymaybedelegatedasappropriate.   

EffectiveDateSec. 8 .  ThisOrderiseffectiveimmediatelyandwillremainineffectuntilits
provisionsareconvertedtotheDepartmentalManualoruntilitisamended, superseded, or
revoked, whichevercomesfirst.    

s/ KenSalazar
SecretaryoftheInterior
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